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Human Friendships Notwithstanding: God is Central
Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute you. I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord. Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.  (Romans 16:21-27) 

How fitting this final thought to Paul’s Roman letter.  After devoting something of a postscript to greetings and words of encouragement to a long list of friends and relatives, all brothers and sisters in the common faith of the gospel, Paul now concludes this noble letter with a most appropriate emphasis on the central truth of the gospel.  God is the ultimate, well deserved recipient of glory for all things good and godly, all things in harmony with the gospel whose origin is God.  

Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ….  We may well discuss the manner in which God has preserved His truth through the institutions of the church and gospel, but doubt it we cannot.  Typically advocates of extreme views on most ideas, this one included, fall prey to fallacious and illogical reasoning.  A favorite logical fallacy of our human minds is the “horns of dilemma” fallacy.  We present our personal view.  Then we present the most objectionable and opposite view imaginable, followed by the false idea that everyone who holds to any view on the question must hold to either Position A or Position B, as if no other idea or view existed, or could exist.  In this case advocates of extreme predestination, the idea that God actively causes all things that exist or occur frequently accuse anyone who disagrees with them of being a “deist,” someone who believes that God created the universe and then exited it, leaving all subsequent events up to accident or coincidence.  A brief and highly superficial reading of existing theological literature refutes such a superficial and simplistic idea.  


I offer no apology for rejecting this extreme view of predestination, for I believe it is categorically examined and rejected by Scripture.  I would offer many passages as concise examples that refute the idea.  (To name a few, I offer the following:  Jeremiah 7:9-10, 30-31; 19:5; 32:35; 1 Corinthians 14:33; 1 John 2:16; in addition to Paul’s intense line of reasoning in Romans 3:1-8.  In this last passage Paul concludes that if God causes our unrighteousness so as to magnify His righteousness, then God, not sinful man, the mere puppet of divine compulsion in such a worldview, should face the final Judgment.)  With that point made clearly and firmly in Scripture, and I sincerely believe it, I equally reject as repulsive the deist notion of divine absence and non-involvement.  Scripture brims on almost every page with examples of God’s benevolent and effective intervention in the affairs of man.  However this divine intervention never attributes the cause of sin to God.  In fact the passages cited above confront and reject this idea.  For this reason I reject as nonsensical and logically contradictory the common statement made by advocates of extreme predestination, “God causes all things without exception, but He does not cause sin.”  Once you get past the typical philosophical doublespeak and repeated appeals to the “secret will of God,”
 you typically discover a very sincere, but non-Biblical belief.  Logically we must ask; is sin a “thing” or not?  If it is, and if God does not cause sin, then God does not literally cause all things.  Occasional attempts to sidestep this moral dilemma that imposes sin onto God and thus accuses Him of contradicting His holy, righteous character, stop short of charging God with causing sin, but strongly defend that He either “orchestrates” sin to His glory, all sin, not just occasional sins, the very error that Paul examined and rejected as a slander to His true teachings in the third chapter of Romans passage cited above.  Advocates of this view fail to grasp the moral problem of their view as fully as advocates of the first error.  Have they forgotten that a sitting president of our country was forced to resign in disgrace because he participated in “orchestrating” the Watergate burglary?  This legal and moral responsibility for orchestration is precisely the point that Paul makes in that passage.  Paul asserts that, if God “orchestrates” our sin, our unrighteousness, so as to magnify His righteousness, then God and not man should be tried and judged for our sins.  Abominable!

So what do I believe?  I reject both of the above views of extreme predestination.  However I equally reject any form of deistic non-involvement, favoring the Biblical teaching that God frequently steps into human affairs, but always—without exception—in a manner that is consistent with His moral character.  Altogether consistent with His moral character, He intervened and sent a flood to wipe out a wicked generation of humanity in the days of Noah.  He actively intervened in the life of Abraham, transforming a pagan Chaldean into the premier model of faith in the whole of Scripture.  We could name example after example of divine intervention into human activities, but at the end we would be forced to join the exclamation of Hebrews 11:32, “And what shall I more say?  For the time would fail me to tell of….”  However, every time we read in Scripture of God intervening in human activities, we see His moral character demonstrated and honored, but never do we see Him compromising His moral character.  Either of these errant views of predestination hopelessly compromise God’s moral character, one of His essential personal attributes.  

I unequivocally believe that God sent the flood of Noah’s day.  However, simply because I believe that Biblical truth does not give me license to judge that every subsequent flood that occurs was sent as a divine judgment.  I categorically believe that God caused the birth defect of one blind child (John’s gospel ninth chapter).  However, this conclusion does not demand that I arrogantly claim that every birth defect that occurs is of divine origin.  Have we forgotten Jesus’ words to the religious elite of His day regarding their always-eager condemnation of any and all who experienced natural disaster?  (Luke 13:1-5)  Should we not follow Jesus’ clear teaching that examines self and our own repentance—or lack thereof—rather than being so eager to judge others whose spiritual state we have no way of knowing, despite their suffering a natural disaster? Sophists to the end, harbingers of gloom and indignant judgment are always present and eager to pass sentence after a public disaster such as 9/11, the Katrina flood, or other such events, but I offer that we would more wisely honor our God and His revealed truth in Scripture by leaving the question of cause for such events in His worthy hands, not claiming to know that those who so suffered are “…sinners above all…who suffered such things….”  We should rather respond to such events by self-examination and repentance than by unjustified and arrogant accusations against those who actually suffered in the disaster.  Isn’t that Jesus’ point?
But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith….  God does not confine His self-revelation, or His revelation of righteous judgment to terrorist attacks or natural disasters, events we cannot question, but whose cause we have no way of knowing.  Rather God directs us to Scripture to enable us to know His will and righteous judgment.  The point of Paul’s conclusion is clear and encouraging.  God is both able and committed to preserving His truth in the gospel till the Second Coming.  How He does it has varied over the centuries, but He has guided His people and so intervened in human events so as to ensure a steady witness that could not be stamped out by those who rejected Him and His truth.  Is this glorious and gracious divine intervention consistent with God’s righteous character?  Indeed it is.  

…for the obedience of faith….  God’s purpose in revealing His truth in Scripture is not to empower every believer to become an immediate judge of divine judgment following every act of human depravity or every event of natural disaster.  God’s purpose in Scripture is to direct us to Him so as to motivate us, each of us individually as believers in Him, to obedience of faith.  God directs us upon every event in our life to examine that event and use it to advance our obedience to God and our advancement in faith.  

To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.  Whatever Jesus does—whatever God does—will clearly and consistently reflect God’s personal character, His wisdom, and it will clearly, not mystically, result in glory to God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  To such a resounding truth, a truth that Paul has pursued in every line of the Roman letter, all of God’s children can and should shout a resounding “Amen.”  Paul’s opening line of the Roman letter reminds us that God declared Jesus to be His Son, like Him in all points and essential attributes, by Jesus’ literal, bodily resurrection from the dead.  Thus Jesus’ life and death are consistent with God in every detail and every particular.  His life glorified the Father.  Every truth that He taught—every truth that He revealed to His apostles and their immediate successors—affirms this truth and glorifies God.  Thus every truth that Paul taught in the Roman letter must be just as Paul taught it so as to glorify God.  To such a God honoring and glorifying truth, we joyfully close our study of Romans just as Paul closed his inspired letter.
Amen!
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� Neither I nor anyone else can reasonably claim to know all of God’s will, but Scripture leaves no doubt for any faithful reader regarding God’s consistent moral character.  Those who either teach or imply, directly or indirectly, that God causes sin typically say they believe that God does not cause sin through His “revealed will,” but He does either cause or “orchestrate” it through His “secret will.”  If we accept the teaching of Scripture, God is not a morally schizophrenic being.  If He has a secret will, first of all, no mere human can or does know it, so any defense of an errant belief by way of appeal to God’s “secret will” is wholly bogus.  Secondly, if God has a secret will, and Scripture does not so indicate, (Scripture refers to secret things that belong to God [Deuteronomy 29:29], but never specifically to a divine “secret will” that in any way contradicts His revealed will in Scripture, particularly on moral grounds.)  Study James 1:13-15 as a clear example.  If God causes or comprehensively orchestrates sin, James could not state his point.  No person can rightly claim, when enticed to sin, that God caused it, either directly or indirectly.  I recommend both the Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commentary and Matthew Henry’s Commentary as excellent authorities on these verses.  Here is a brief excerpt from the JFB commentary, “13. when . . . tempted--tried by solicitation to evil. Heretofore the "temptation" meant was that of probation by afflictions. Let no one fancy that God lays upon him an inevitable necessity of sinning. God does not send trials on you in order to make you worse, but to make you better (� HYPERLINK "swordsearcher://bible/Jas1.16-17" �Jas 1:16-17�). Therefore do not sink under the pressure of evils (� HYPERLINK "swordsearcher://bible/1Co10.13" �1Co 10:13�). �      of God--by agency proceeding from God. The Greek is not "tempted by," but, "from," implying indirect agency.”  We cannot claim that God is the cause of our sin, either by direct or by indirect action, as the case would be in the “God orchestrates sin but He doesn’t cause it” errant view.





