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“Railing Accusations:” Angels Decline, So Should We
Whereas ﻿angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation ﻿against them before the Lord. But these, ﻿as natural brute beasts, ﻿made to be taken and destroyed, ﻿﻿speak evil of the things that they understand not; and ﻿shall utterly perish in their own ﻿corruption; And shall receive ﻿the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure ﻿to riot in the day time. ﻿Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings ﻿while ﻿they feast with you; Having eyes full of ﻿adultery, and ﻿that cannot cease from sin; ﻿beguiling ﻿unstable souls: an heart they have ﻿exercised with ﻿covetous practices; ﻿cursed children: Which have forsaken ﻿the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of ﻿Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved ﻿the wages of unrighteousness; But was rebuked for his iniquity: ﻿the dumb ass speaking with man’s voice forbad the madness of the prophet. (2 Peter 2:11-16 KJV 1900)
Peter’s reasoning in this chapter is just as logical and tightly linked as in the first or third chapters. I grew up in the aftermath of a bitter schism in the churches where I lived. Sadly, much of the conversation I heard in my early years was more about how bad “They” were and how many bad things “They” did than about the Lord and His goodness. Our study passage for this week rebukes that conduct. Yes, false teachers are as predictable as tomorrow’s sunrise, but our Lord knows about them before they choose to abandon His Word and teaching, and the Lord is always competent to judge and to deal with them as He chooses. Whether we focus our thoughts against brothers and sisters in the faith who turned from our perception of Biblical truth or one of the endless conspiracy ideas that abound, every moment we invest in how bad “They” are, whoever “They” may be, is not only wasted time, but it is also time spent walking away from the Lord’s teachings, highlighted in these verses, that should guide our lives. We need Peter’s teaching. 
Whereas ﻿angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation ﻿against them before the Lord. Peter just named three examples of the Lord’s competent judgment from the past. In each example, he teaches us more about the Lord’s wise and righteous judgment in those situations than about all the dark details of the sins in question. At the same time Peter reminds us of the Lord’s quick and righteous judgment against these people, he reminds us that the Lord also knows how to protect His faithful people from false teachers and their grievous errors. 
Angels are greater in power than you and I or any false teacher. They serve faithfully at the Lord’s direction. But even the angels do not take the judgment of wicked people onto themselves. And they clearly do not constantly talk about evil people and charge them with their perception of the Lord’s judgment. If we frame Peter’s lesson in terms of a courtroom, the Lord is the righteous Judge, and false teachers are the accused before Him. The Lord has no need for a prosecuting attorney to charge these people and to present evidence of their sins to the Lord. He already knows, and His judgment shall be righteous when it comes. 
This lesson has, more than once, rebuked me and convicted me to repent. What is a wise and balanced response to error, to false teaching when it inevitably comes, as Peter warned us? We are a close-knit fellowship of churches and preachers. When a false teaching ripples the waters of harmony in one region, we sense the waves. Our conviction of sound doctrine often nudges us to over-reach our New Testament authority and to actively engage against the error. As an example of over-reach, I recall receiving a letter many years ago from a preacher who entangled himself in a needless controversy with other preachers and churches. He sent a letter to every preacher in the country whose address he could find, demanding that every preacher in the country must declare their position on the disputed doctrines. I suspect his letter was largely greeted with silence, and well it should have been. 
What then? Should we remain silent and passive when false teachers sow their errant ideas? Absolutely not. However, Scripture teaches us when and how to oppose false teachers. As pastor of the church I serve, the Lord holds me personally responsible and accountable for the soundness and service of that church. If I learned that a man whose reputation linked him with a questionable idea, and that man happened to notify me that he’d be in my area on a given Sunday, I’d be anything but silent. If he stays home, I need to respect the sound faithful preachers and churches in his area to deal with his problem. However, if I learn that he is coming my way, he and I will have some long and serious discussions. Depending on the gravity of the error, I might quietly invite him not to come this way. At the least, I will inform him that I will not invite him to preach at the church I serve, or to discuss his ideas with anyone in our congregation. A careful study of Revelation 2-3 teaches the principle I need to follow. Whether the problem in each location was with the pastor, the “Angel” or messenger of that church or with the church itself, the Lord consistently held the pastor responsible and accountable for the problem. Short of repentance and correction, the Lord also warned the angel that his failure would endanger his continuing as that church’s “Angel,” or “messenger”/pastor. If literal angels serving at the Lord’s direction refuse to bring “…railing accusation” against wicked people, Peter warns us that we are far less qualified to do so. “Railing accusation” was translated from a single Greek word that deals with judgment, in this case, presuming to judge people or things which the Lord has taught us He shall judge. In effect, when we presume to judge what the Lord has declared He shall judge, we usurp His authority. If we believe He is competent to judge such matters or people, the way of faith respects Him and His judgment. When Peter questioned the Lord regarding John (That other unnamed disciple), the Lord taught this lesson to Peter. 
Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. (John 21:22 KJV)
Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings ﻿while ﻿they feast with you. In some setting, these people actually joined with the godly and ate (“Feasted”) with them in the church. To join in a common meal seems to indicate a close relationship in Scripture. Don’t we think of it similarly? “Let’s get together for lunch.” Despite their pretense, Peter, directed by the “moving wind” of the Spirit (2 Peter 1:21 KJV), describes the heart of these false teachers, not their winsome words and pretense. A “Spot” on a garment that you can’t remove devalues the garment. A blemish on your face makes you self-conscious until it goes away. Instead of being ashamed of their deceit and repenting, these people think of their successful deceit as if they were in a sports event, and they just won. Their pride grows in proportion to their deceit. 
Which have forsaken ﻿the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of ﻿Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved ﻿the wages of unrighteousness; But was rebuked for his iniquity: ﻿the dumb ass speaking with man’s voice forbad the madness of the prophet. God’s “right way” honors Him and His word, including respectfully trusting Him to righteously judge people and sins which He has declared in Scripture to be His domain. Peter reminds us that false teachers are wrongly motivated in their conduct. Rather than denying self and striving to obey and honor the Lord, the thought of gain, financial, ego, or other, drives their conduct. Gain in this sense may refer to pride or the thought of self-gain, not money alone. 
Peter used the Old Testament lesson of Balaam to make his point. Balaam claimed the trappings of a true prophet of God. However, he also bargained with the wicked king Balak for personal gain if he would reverse the prophecy God gave him. That he continued to negotiate with Balak emphasizes his sinful motives. I love the way God works in difficult situations. No one in Israel knew of Balaam’s motives. No one stood up to oppose him. Ah, but God used a donkey to get Balaam’s attention in a way that no mortal could possibly do. If you heard a donkey speak and warn you, you’d listen! 
Even though the Lord used Balaam, a corrupt prophet, to speak words of prophecy about the Lord’s protection and blessing on His people, even extending to the coming of Jesus, He also knew and condemned the prophet’s sinful motives and conduct. Balaam loved the “wages of unrighteousness,” what he thought—and hoped—he would gain from Balak, more than the reward of the righteous. No one in Israel at the time knew about Balaam self-serving motives for personal gain but God knew, and God used a donkey, not a godly person in Israel, to warn the false prophet. 
But was rebuked for his iniquity: ﻿the dumb ass speaking with man’s voice forbad the madness of the prophet. Whatever the idea of the false prophet, Balaam or a false teacher who may appear in our day, when someone presumes to abandon the Lord’s way or to act motivated by the thought of self-gain, “wages of unrighteousness,” the Lord claims the authority Himself to “rebuke” and to forbid “the madness” of the false prophet. 
Well-meaning believers often confuse New Testament teaching which instructs the Lord’s people regarding how to deal with various errors in the church. When godly brothers and sisters step on each other’s toes and offend, the New Testament teaches us to confront in love and to forgive without measure, Matthew 18:22 as an example. However, when dealing with entrenched error, the New Testament shows us a different method. 
Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. (Romans 16:17 KJV) 
Mark, identify, and avoid, not endlessly confront, and forgive. This is God’s word in Scripture, so we should respect and follow His instructions. 
A man that is a heretic after the first and second admonition reject. (Titus 3:10 KJV)
Some commentaries indicate that “Heresy” in the first century primarily referred to someone who worked to divide, to spread contention, rather than harmony. Later in the history of the faith, the word came to be used of someone who left the accepted way of faith in favor of unsound beliefs and teachings. 
Godly believers do well to think of the word in both senses. Whether a person in the church merely sows discord and doubt, weakening the bond of harmony in the church, or they teach unsound ideas, Paul taught Titus and us what to do. Confront and admonish this person, once, and again. If after two admonitions, you observe that this person is intent and determined to hold to his aberrant ideas and divisive conduct, you’ve reached your limit. Reject him from your circle of personal confidence and fellowship. Remember. Paul wrote these words to Titus, a young preacher, not to a church. A church is to mark and avoid. A sound and faithful preacher is to admonish and, if repentance is not forthcoming, reject. “Reject” in this verse was translated from a Greek word that literally means to “refuse to pay attention to” the person in question. The wise preacher who learns of someone’s ideas or conduct that is divisive or unsound should choose to ignore, not pay any attention to the ideas and influence of the false teacher. 
Rejection of error, refusal to listen or give support, and avoidance, these are the thoughts and actions supported by the lessons we have studied. If godly believers followed this teaching, false teachers, though they may not change their errant ideas and conduct, would become quite lonely. Their influence would wane and vanish, and so would their errors. Let the Lord judge and deal with the false teacher. But avoid “railing accusations” and judging what the Lord has claimed as His domain of judgment. If errors which I have observed, occasionally up close and personal, in my lifetime had been dealt with in this manner, much of the disaster to godly faith and fellowship which occurred could have been avoided. Oh, how we need this wise lesson for our faith today. 
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