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God’s Purpose in Christian Harmony
Finally, be ye ﻿all of one mind, ﻿having compassion one of another, ﻿love as brethren, be ﻿pitiful, be courteous: Not rendering evil for evil, or ﻿railing for railing: but contrariwise ﻿blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, ﻿that ye should inherit a blessing. (1 Peter 3:8-9 KJV 1900)

Peter’s use of “Finally” doesn’t signal the end of his letter. It rather links what follows to what he just taught. His prior lesson teaches “Servants,” (Employees), wives, and husbands to submit to their human associates or, logically, to the Lord who taught them to submit. Ponder this principle. Every Biblical passage that teaches believers to interact with other people in a particular way reveals the Lord’s “Will” and teaching. By submitting graciously to those around us, we submit to the Lord Himself. Ah, and when we refuse to submit, we defy and disobey the Lord. “I don’t submit to that person because he doesn’t deserve my submission.” A common refrain in prideful humans. However, this attitude ignores the greater Biblical truth. Our failure to submit to others in the Biblical pattern reveals our refusal to submit to the Lord who commanded this gracious, mutually submissive culture in “His family.” By his use of “Finally,” Peter expands the submission teaching to all believers. 

…be ye all of one mind. Peter makes this submissive disposition a “Family-wide” principle for all believers. Regardless of the rationale, the Lord is not pleased when one of His children decides to lord himself and his ideas over other believers. Despite the occasional contrary mindset, the Lord’s instruction to deacons is to serve the church, not lord himself and his ideas over the church. And pastors are likewise taught to lead by example, not by setting themselves up as “Lord high sheriff” over the church. (1 Peter 5:3 KJV) We never find ourselves so high in our spirituality that we don’t need this reminder from the Lord. Our humanity fiercely resists the idea. Our spiritual nature joyfully submits. 


With the possible exception of Philippians, all of Paul’s church letters addressed various errors in each church. Paul wrote these letters to teach the churches the Lord’s way, and to urge them to repent and cease the sinful conduct he highlighted in his letters. Peter’s teaching in no way compromises these inspired letters. Nor does he teach that believers should turn a blind eye to error for the sake of harmony. When folks adopt this unbiblical acceptance of sin and error, they need to read—to carefully study—the first chapter of Galatians. How did Paul respond to the Galatians’ departure from the gospel that he had taught them? Biblical harmony is possible only when believers unite in their belief of Biblical truth. 
Perhaps sin’s chief manifestation appears in some form of isolation from other believers. When you see a believer withdrawing from his/her church’s fellowship, you are witnessing that believer’s simultaneous withdrawing from the Lord and His fellowship. Sin prompts believers to follow the opposite behavior to Peter’s teaching, to separate themselves from their spiritual family. 


Sin leads believers to rationalize separation from other believers. “I know some things that most other believers do not know, and this knowledge is more important than my fellowship with them.” Whatever the supposed important information is, real or imagined (And it is often a dangerous blend of both), this attitude is fertile soil for our adversary to gain control and advance our failure to “…be ye all of one mind.” Simply stated, the Lord wants all His “Kids” to get along and respectfully be of one mind. 

Whatever the circumstance that contradicts this principle in our lives, the only right course is immediate repentance. We love the idea of repentance for other believers. In our opinion, many of them need it far more than we. But Scripture’s teaching of repentance applies it to “Me,” not to “Them.” 
…having compassion one of another. The rationale for separation among believers grows out of fault-finding, not compassion. A personal example will illustrate the idea. Many years ago, a member of a church I served at the time became enamored with a man who taught another gospel and another Jesus, a salvation-by-works gospel, and a legalistic Jesus. I tried to reason as graciously as I could, but I confess that I eventually became frustrated with him and his greater faithfulness to that man than to Scripture. On a particular Sunday, after the service ended, the man approached me more zealously than usual in his attitude. I tried to reason, but I was admittedly discouraged and frustrated with him. A wise godly visitor that day quietly approached me just before I left. His voice was soft and gracious. He gently put his hand on my arm and almost whispered, “God bless our little children. We need them every one.” Oh, so true! This dear godly man turned my mood in a heartbeat. When we interact with each other in compassion, we seek a gracious way to work with each other. To have compassion does not mean to agree with someone whom you perceive to be wrong. It means to strive to understand them. We can’t help someone entangled in error till we understand them. 
…love as brethren, be ﻿pitiful, be courteous. What does it mean to “love as brethren”? Brothers in a family (Or sisters) may fight. However, Peter’s simple qualifier, “as brethren,” reminds us. You can’t trade your natural family for a new one. You are a permanent part of that family. Your brothers and sisters will always be your brothers and sisters. Therefore, the best solution in a family is, despite those differences, to seek workable solutions, to find ways of promoting harmony and diminishing whatever leads to tension or discord. My brother and I may have growled at each other yesterday, but we woke up this morning, still brothers. As brothers and sisters in the Lord’s family, we honor our “Father” by striving to put the growls and disagreements behind us and restoring that familial relationship which He, our Father, teaches us to practice. 
…be ﻿pitiful. The idea of this word is not to work at being pathetic. In terms of spiritual health, we need not work at it. It comes too easily. However, Peter’s intent is to show a kind, compassionate disposition toward each other, a tender inclination of compassionate pity. An old hymn uses the word in this sense, “Show pity, Lord, O Lord forgive.” When we sing these words, we do not pray for the Lord to regard us as pathetic. We rather pray for Him to show kind—and undeserved—compassion toward us. If we imitate toward each other what we pray in the hymn for the Lord to do toward us, we shall show tender compassion toward each other. “But he doesn’t deserve my compassion. We’ve gone through this same frustrating situation many times before.” Do you think you deserve the Lord’s “Pity” when you sing that hymn? We should practice these traits toward each other because the Lord commands us to do so, regardless of the other person’s deserving our pity or not. 
…be courteous. The word speaks for itself. Our interactions are to be kind and gracious, never “Curt” or abrasive and angry. If you think of your attitude when you speak as seasoning on a dish, how do you “Season” your word-dishes to other believers? Do you think you are giving them a hot fudge sundae? So why then do you season that sundae with cayenne pepper? Our attitude must coincide with our words if we hope to honor the Lord with those words. 
Not rendering evil for evil, or ﻿railing for railing. Because we live in a broken world, we must expect broken harsh words from the people around us. We are broken by our own sins. So are they. When a brother or sister speaks evil, harsh, or hateful words to us, how should we respond? “He spoke hatefully first,” manifests the brokenness of sin and pride. The meanest person we know quite happily practices that habit. Our greatest opportunity—and our greatest challenge—appears when a believer speaks unkindly to us. Will we answer in kind with angry words? Or will we use the occasion to speak kindly? 
…but contrariwise ﻿blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, ﻿that ye should inherit a blessing. “Contrariwise” requires an emphatic opposite response from us. Someone speaks evil to us, even angry, out of control railing words. The Lord teaches us to use that moment for Him by replying with an “Emphatic opposite” reply. I recall hearing about a group of believers who gathered to try to work out a serious disagreement. The meeting didn’t go well. As the group was preparing to leave, one of the men said, “We need to do a lot of praying before we do anything foolishly.” A person with the opposite opinion to this man replied with bitter sarcasm, “Sure brother, why don’t you pray for us right now?” Witnesses described that moment. They said the man to whom these words were spoken dropped to his knees like he fell, and immediately started pouring out his heart to the Lord. They said they had seldom ever heard such a spiritual passionate prayer to the Lord. 
Peter teaches us to use those unpleasant occasions when someone speaks evil or railing to us as an opportunity to speak the opposite. Pray for grace to speak words of blessing and kindness. 
…knowing that ye are thereunto called. Who called you to this opposite response? Does He deserve our ear? Our obedience? Forget your thoughts about how undeserving the person is who spoke those unkind words. We often use “Calling” to refer to a spiritual gift, a quality or ability which the Lord alone can impart to someone. In this case, the Lord calls every one of His children to this “High calling” of kind words. 

…that ye should inherit a blessing. “That” was here translated from a word which identifies purpose. The Lord commanded this conduct with a purpose. All His commands in Scripture are accompanied with potential blessings, something which He gives to His obedient faithful children. The Lord didn’t inspire Peter and other writers of Scripture to write these words with “Because I said so!” He directed their writing with a loving familial, “Fatherly” intent. As a loving Father, He knows what we need—and what we need to do. He stands ever ready to impart special blessings to His children who choose Him and His ways instead of their own, who work to speak kind gracious words, not harsh hateful words to other believers. With each unpleasant occasion when another believer speaks unkindly to us, our response shall either ensure a rich blessing or chastening. I’ve lived long enough to experience some of those amazing blessings. I’ve also lived long enough to have failed in those moments by responding with frustration and anger. I can tell you by both Scripture’s faithful witness, and by personal experience. You don’t want to face the Lord’s chastening. It is not pleasant, but “grievous.” (Hebrews 12:11 KJV) 
Scripture reminds us of something unique and wonderful about the Lord’s “Blessing.” He is our true and loving “Father,” not our penal Judge. Jesus satisfied our penal debt for ever. Therefore, the Lord’s “Blessing” or, to borrow another New Testament word, “Reward,” is never a carefully measured response of identical value to our faithful deeds. As our Father, He wisely and lovingly uses every occasion of “Blessing” to pour out far, far more good things on us than we deserve to motivate greater obedience. 
The path to “Blessing” is the Lord’s highway, not our imagination or wishful thinking. That path most often involves our interaction with other believers. How we interact with them determines the Lord’s response, chastening or blessing. He really dislikes discord and tension among His children. And He loves harmony and grace. (Psalm 133 KJV) Which path shall we choose today? 
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