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Jesus—Our Example in Suffering
For ﻿what glory is it, if, when ye be ﻿buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, ﻿when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is ﻿acceptable with God. For even ﻿hereunto ﻿were ye called: because ﻿Christ also suffered ﻿for us, ﻿leaving us an ﻿example, that ye should follow ﻿his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but ﻿﻿committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body ﻿on ﻿the tree, ﻿that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: ﻿by whose ﻿stripes ye were healed. For ﻿ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned ﻿unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. (1 Peter 2:20-25 KJV 1900)

Whatever the life situation, trouble happens. Your health, your job or career, your family, your finances, and your personal relationships. Many of these unpleasant experiences we cannot avoid or prevent. Others we bring on ourselves. Peter reminds us of the greater Christian task that too many who profess to love Jesus ignore. How do we deal with the things that come our way in life? There are few things we do that someone doesn’t observe. How we deal with the pains and unpleasant things in life will seal our testimony to onlookers. They barely notice how we deal with good events. They observe our reaction to bad things with a microscope. Our response affirms our faith to them or proves to them that our faith is superficial. Either we react to “Life” with Christian grace and perseverance, affirming our faith in Jesus to ourselves and onlookers, or we react from our carnal perspective, destroying our Christian testimony to those around us. It would be nice if we could live all the time, no exception, in faith. Reality, however, is that each of us—no exception—will occasionally slip or stumble, reacting to an unpleasant moment more out of our carnal than our spiritual disposition. Scripture, Peter’s teaching included, teaches us to strive ever to grow and improve our faith and our reaction to life. Only one human who ever lived never slipped and never failed. When we look in the mirror, we do not see Him. We see our own mixed image. How does that image today compare to that same image a month or a year ago? Peter—and all of Scripture—urges us to work to grow stronger in our faith and our response to bad things that come our way. 

For ﻿what glory is it, if, when ye be ﻿buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, ﻿when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is ﻿acceptable with God. If we suffer because of our own failures and patiently endure, Peter reminds us. There is no honor here. We have no basis to complain. We brought it on ourselves. We could have avoided it by not collapsing to the fault. The honor to the Lord and to our faith in Jesus appears when we react in faith to bad things that inevitably come our way, even though we were doing well. 

A Christian writer whose name escapes me made a wise observation. We are broken people who live in a broken world full of other broken people. Our “Brokenness” shall go with us to the grave. However, it stops there. In glory, we shall live and honor our Lord whole, no longer broken. So, when we are giving life our best in faith and something painful and bad comes our way, we are living this “Brokenness.” If we respond in patient endurance and faith, “…this is acceptable with God.” 

For even ﻿hereunto ﻿were ye called: because ﻿Christ also suffered ﻿for us, ﻿leaving us an ﻿example, that ye should follow ﻿his steps. Why do we have four different accounts of the life of Jesus in our New Testament? Why all the narrative about His troubles? Did He deserve even one of them? Did He suffer because He did or said something wrong? No. So, how did He react to all the painful and “Unfair” things that He suffered? 

An example is something good and honorable that we see in others, something we would do well to imitate. That reaction in us is not programmed or guaranteed. “…that ye should follow his steps.” 

The word for example is used only here in the whole New Testament; in classical Greek literature, it has two meanings: (1) a piece of writing from a teacher which a child is expected to trace or imitate, and (2) an artist’s sketch which is prepared for others to color and complete. Christ therefore left a perfect model, upon which the Christian is expected to pattern his own life. (A Handbook on the First Letter of Peter, Arichea and Nida) 

“But this is so unfair” is a sentiment we often hear, perhaps often speak ourselves. When you find yourself thinking about the unfairness of your situation, step back for just a moment and think of Jesus’ life. Was everything that happened in His life “Fair”? Not at all. And how did He react to all that “Unfairness”? Peter teaches us to study Jesus’ life, learn from Him, and strive with ourselves to follow His noble example. 

Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but ﻿﻿committed himself to him that judgeth righteously. None of us can claim this sinless life, this model of wise and right reaction to “Unfair” or otherwise evil treatment from others. Occasionally we hear Christians debate the question, “Could Jesus have sinned? Was it possible for Him to sin?” Paul cautions us against questions that gender strife, and this is a good example. If Scripture states that Jesus never “did sin,” what is the point? Advocates of the idea that Jesus could have sinned avoid the implications of their idea. If anything is possible, there is some degree of probability. Statistically, what is the probability that Jesus might have sinned? Let’s say it is a mere 1%. We must then conclude that God’s eternal plan to save His people from their sins included a 1% potential for failure. How many ways can we say no to such an idea? Finally, if it was possible for Jesus to sin, where is the Bible passage to support the idea? I’ve heard philosophical arguments in support of the idea, but never a “Book, chapter, and verse” defense of it. Let’s follow Scripture. Peter wrote that Jesus “did no sin.” Period. Praise God for the certainty of God’s eternal covenant and purpose to save His people with no possibility, statistical or otherwise, of failure. 

Peter’s description of Jesus’ life in this lesson takes us well beyond the generalization that He “did no sin.” He describes the various “Unfair” and evil deeds sinful men committed against Him. But every instance manifested His sinless holy character. Not once did He respond in kind against those men. Oh, we all need to learn Jesus’ example. 
…but ﻿﻿committed himself to him that judgeth righteously. When unrighteous or unfair things invade our lives, we must choose. Do I react in anger and strike back? Or do I ignore the sinful actions of the event or person responsible and “commit” myself to the Lord and His righteous judgment? As long as we live in this world, we shall face this staggering reality. Each sinful challenge that confronts us, each unfair event that shakes us requires us to follow Jesus’ example. We shall follow His example, or we shall contradict it. I’ve lived long enough in this journey to have experienced both reactions in my personal life. I can tell you by personal experience the truth of Peter’s inspired words and Jesus’ flawless example. When I allowed anger or pride to control my reaction, the outcome was bad. And when I quietly responded in Jesus’ example, the outcome was good. At times I was disappointed in myself, and other times I was content, but in both I was instructed. Jesus’ life and Peter’s words are true and worthy of our practicing them. 
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body ﻿on ﻿the tree, ﻿that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: ﻿by whose ﻿stripes ye were healed. Only this flawless being, fully God and fully man, could accomplish this miracle of grace. Because of this unique blend, 100% God and 100% man, He accomplished all of this for those for whom He suffered and died. Peter didn’t write that Jesus potentially bore our sins in His own body on the tree if we would do something or respond to Him in a certain way. Peter states an accomplished fact. If Jesus died for you, you may—you shall—face His chastening for your sins, but you shall never face His final judgment at the last day for them. 
Scripture consistently follows Peter’s teaching in our study passage. Children of God have no danger whatever of ever standing before God at the last day with their future in question. Jesus’ sufferings and death removed that threat wholly. In human legal systems, we read of “Double jeopardy.” Our laws protect anyone against “Double jeopardy.” If you were charged and tried for a certain crime regardless of the outcome of the trail, you cannot later be charged and tried again for the same crime. When Jesus literally took your and my sins on His body to judgment, He forever freed us from facing a second, a “Double jeopardy” judgment for them. Toplady wrote a beautiful poem that underscores this truth. 
It Pleased the Lord to Bruise Him

From whence this fear and unbelief?

Did not the Father put to grief

His spotless Son for me?

And will the righteous judge of men,

Condemn me for that debt of sin,

Which Lord was charg’d on thee?

Complete atonement thou hast made,

And to the utmost farthing paid,

Whate’er thy people ow’d: 

Nor can his wrath on me take place,

If shelter’d in thy righteousness,

And ransomed by thy blood.

If thou hast my discharge procur’d,

And in the sinner’s room endur’d,

The whole of wrath divine:

Payment he cannot twice demand,

First at my bleeding surety’s hand,

And then again at mine.

If thou for me hast purchas’d faith

By thy obedience unto death,

He must the grace bestow:

Would Israel’s God a price receive,

And not the purchas’d blessing give? 

His justice answers, No!  

Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;

The merits of thy great High Priest,

Have bought thy liberty:

Trust to his efficacious blood,

Nor fear thy banishment from God,

Since Jesus dy’d for thee.  

Augustus Toplady


We often face the Lord’s chastening judgment, but we shall never again face His penal or eternal judgment. 


…by whose ﻿stripes ye were healed. Not only did Jesus remove forever the punishment we deserved for our sins, but He further healed our brokenness from that sin. We live with that brokenness now, but never surrender to it. When you see Him in glory, you shall see Him with no brokenness whatever. Why? Toplady write the reason well. 

Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;

The merits of thy great High Priest,

Have bought thy liberty:

Trust to his efficacious blood,

Nor fear thy banishment from God,

Since Jesus dy’d for thee.  
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