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How do We View Him? Precious Stone or Rock of Offense?
Wherefore also it is contained in ﻿the scripture, ﻿Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: ﻿and ﻿he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe ﻿he is precious: but unto ﻿them which be disobedient, ﻿the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, And ﻿a stone of ﻿stumbling, and a rock of ﻿offence, even to them which stumble at the word, ﻿being disobedient: ﻿whereunto also they ﻿were appointed. But ye are ﻿a chosen generation, ﻿a royal priesthood, ﻿an holy nation, ﻿﻿a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the ﻿﻿praises of ﻿him who hath called you ﻿out of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. (1 Peter 2:6-10 KJV 1900)

Scripture consistently teaches two major truths regarding God’s dealings with His people. 
1. Our eternal salvation, (Beginning with our new birth first personal experience of that salvation) is all and only of God. He causes it beginning to end. We do nothing. We can’t; we were dead in our sins when He did that work in us. (Ephesians 2:1 KJV)  
2. Our discipleship, often referred to in Scripture as a saving, as in Acts 2:40, “Save yourselves from this untoward generation.” But the saving is not from eternal separation from the Lord. As this verse indicates, by obeying the Lord’s teaching and living in faith and in His fellowship, we save ourselves from a twisted immoral and perverse world. Only to the extent we save ourselves from this “Untoward generation” are we able to grow in grace and walk in the Lord’s gracious fellowship. 

Peter introduces one of those temporal moments in the life of a born-again-already person in our study passage. He doesn’t challenge us to become a chosen generation, royal priesthood, holy nation, or peculiar people. He reminds us; we already are all those things by the Lord’s eternally saving grace. However, Peter reminds us in this lesson. We “should shew forth the praises of him who hath called” us out of darkness into His marvelous light. Peter didn’t write that our eternal salvation means we were irresistibly programmed to live life to His praise. He rather reminds us. “We should” do so. Consider all the things Peter has reminded us that the Lord has done for us. Surely all His goodness deserves our living life in a manner that our very conduct praises Him. 

In building his case for our praising the Lord, Peter reasons from two Old Testament passages. Because the primary text of the Old Testament which was read and quoted in the first century (Compare your KJV Old Testament reading of a verse quoted in the New Testament to that text in the Old Testament. There are differences of wording, though not of meaning), I will quote these two passages both in our familiar KJV wording and in the Brenton English translation of the Septuagint Old Testament, the Greek edition of the Old Testament commonly read in the first century. 
First Passage (Isaiah 28:16)
Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD,

Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone,

a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation:

he that believeth shall not make haste. (KJV)
Therefore thus saith the Lord, even the Lord, Behold, I lay for the foundations of Sion a costly stone, a choice, a corner-stone, a precious stone, for its foundations; and he that believes on him shall by no means be ashamed. (LXX or Septuagint Old Testament)

Peter interprets this verse as a prophetic description of Jesus and His coming, as well as the potential benefit of His children who believe on Him. This prophecy defines God’s purpose in sending Jesus to His people. 
Second Passage Psalm (118:22)
The stone which the builders refused

is become the head stone of the corner. (KJV)
The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner. (LXX or Septuagint Old Testament)

Peter leads our thought with this verse. Regardless how the generation who personally observed and heard Jesus during His Incarnation chose to respond to Him, God sent Jesus, not a mass of putty that they—or we—could mold into our own idol form. He sent Jesus as a precisely “Carved” corner stone fully competent to hold up and preserve the integrity of the whole building of God’s purpose and the security of His people. 

The builders, the religious leaders of the first century who, despite knowing Jesus and observing His mighty works, rejected Him. God still placed His Son Jesus into the most crucial position in His “Building.” God made Jesus His own head corner stone. 

Unto you therefore which believe ﻿he is precious: but unto ﻿them which be disobedient, ﻿the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, And ﻿a stone of ﻿stumbling, and a rock of ﻿offence, even to them which stumble at the word, ﻿being disobedient: ﻿whereunto also they ﻿were appointed. Regardless anyone’s opinion, Jesus is God’s “Rock” and Foundation Stone. In believing faith, we may view Him as precious, or our unbelief is liable to poison our minds and influence us to regard Him as an offense rather than our life’s foundation. Those who regard Him as an offense Peter describes as those who “…stumble at the word, being disobedient.” Who are these people? Folks who believe in salvation by works (Side door or main door belief in salvation by works. Example, contemporary “Lordship salvation” is an example of “Side-door” salvation by works) will regard these people as unsaved, eternally lost. I suggest the lesson says too much for that interpretation. There is a sense of the word in these people. Their reaction to Jesus, according to Peter, grows out of their own disobedience, not out of a dead or unsaved heart. Anyone who has long served as a pastor has encountered these folks. They begin their faith journey well, but eventually they become more enamored with “Stuff” related to this world, career, success, politics, or other things. When Scripture teaches “A” which contradicts their “B” world view, they choose to ignore Scripture, or to rationalize a “Wrested” (2 Peter 3:16 KJV) out-of-joint interpretation of Scripture. Their own unbelief causes them to stumble and rationalize their offense at Jesus and His teachings and life example. And therein is the basis for their being “Appointed” to this state. By rejecting Scripture and Jesus, we appoint ourselves to the faith-fruitless and self-indulgent lifestyle that makes whatever our personal ideas are our true religion, and Jesus becomes our Sunday “Hobby” religion. 

But ye are ﻿a chosen generation, ﻿a royal priesthood, ﻿an holy nation, ﻿﻿a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the ﻿﻿praises of ﻿him who hath called you ﻿out of darkness into his marvellous light. Peter here deals with reality, with existing facts. He reminds his first readers and us what we are in Jesus, not what God wants us to be. Every born-again person is given these blessings. However, not every born-again person accepts the spiritual qualities of these positions and uses them in faith to “shew forth the praises” of their Lord and Savior. 

1. Chosen generation. Old Testament Israelites enjoyed their position by their ancestry, their family tree. Within the nation of Israel, only those who could document ancestry in the tribe of Levi were allowed to be priests. Since Jesus, all born-again children of God are priests by the Lord’s choice, not by their ancestry. No one is either a child of God or a New Testament “Priest” by virtue of their parents or their ancestry. We occupy this blessed office by the Lord’s work in us. 

2. Royal priesthood. This point is highly instructive. Under the Mosaic code, the priests were to be selected from the tribe of Levi, and kings from the tribe of Judah. No one could claim identity with both tribes. By birth, a person was identified in one tribe. But, in Jesus, born-again children of God enjoy both positions. Every child of God is gifted at new birth with the ability to priest-like offer sacrifices, thanksgiving, or seek the Lord’s blessings or forgiveness. And every born-again child of God also sits as a “King” in heavenly places with Jesus. 
3. Holy nation. “Holy” in Scripture refers to a person or thing wholly devoted to the service of God. For example, the vessels and utensils appointed for use in the tabernacle or temple worship were not to be used by the priests to eat their meals. By the Lord’s “appointment,” every born-again person is wholly capable to live wholly devoted to the service of God, either directly serving Him or serving Him by serving His people. (Matthew 25:35-40 KJV)
4. Peculiar people. In this setting, “Peculiar” does not mean eccentric or odd. It means a “Purchased people” with the implication that a significant price was paid to make us His. Paul builds on and expands this truth in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Because we have been bought with a price, the precious price that Jesus personally paid for our salvation, we have a moral/spiritual obligation to glorify Him in both our body and in our spirit, for both were purchased. Both now belong to Him. 
…that ye should shew forth the ﻿﻿praises of ﻿him who hath called you ﻿out of darkness into his marvellous light. Here “should” conveys our moral/spiritual obligation, but not an absolute or irresistibly ordained event. Remember when you were pulled over and given a speeding ticket. You “Should” have observed the posted speed limit, but you chose to drive above that limit, and now you face the cost of the speeding ticket. You chose the speed you were driving, so you must accept responsibility when you receive the ticket. By this word Peter teaches us that we are commanded by the Lord to take responsibility for our conduct, to choose to walk in faith and serve the Lord. We choose by our lifestyle whether we shall live so as to praise our Lord or not. Peter reminds us what we “Should” do. 
“shew forth” here means to publish, to announce. Our life, as well as a Biblical gospel, is intended to announce the completed and successful work of Jesus which morally leads us to the obligation, to the “should” of Peter’s lesson, to live our lives in such a manner as to daily “Publish” or announce our praise of the Lord who has enriched us with all these blessings. Neither our personal life nor a Biblical gospel are intended to be a proposition of uncertain outcome. Both should be a definitive proclamation of spiritual facts and truth based on Jesus’ coming and finished—successful—work for His people. (Matthew 1:21 KJV; “he shall save his people from their sins.”) A truthful testimony of Jesus proclaims what the angel here told Joseph, “He did save His people from their sins.”) 
Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. Peter underscores the above point. He does not remind us of what we might become based on our effort or works. He rather reminds us what we are in fact because of Jesus. As “the people of God” and as those who “have obtained mercy,” not merit, from the Lord, we should show forth, proclaim by our words, our thoughts, and our conduct, our love and praise for Him. Years ago, I read a soul-searching question. Suppose your personal life is the only “Bible translation” your friends ever read. Does your daily lifestyle, words and deeds, give them an accurate and communicative “Translation” of the Bible? Of Jesus? 
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