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What is a Living Stone?
To whom coming, as unto a living stone, ﻿disallowed indeed of men, but ﻿﻿chosen of God, and ﻿precious, Ye also, as lively stones, ﻿﻿are built up ﻿a spiritual house, ﻿an holy priesthood, ﻿to offer up spiritual sacrifices, ﻿acceptable to God ﻿by Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:4-5 KJV 1900)

Biblical symbolism is rich and instructive. It also challenges our minds. A stone or rock is inanimate. It is not a living thing. So, when Peter blends “living” and “stone” in this lesson, the likely meaning of the symbol should command our highest interest and study. Already in this letter, Peter used “living” or “lively” twice. In His resurrection, Jesus begot us to a “lively” or living hope. Our new birth, or eternal salvation personal experience can only occur by the work of Jesus, the “…word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” In the context of our study passage, the thought of Jesus as “a living stone” sets the stage for yet another related symbol, “Ye also, as lively stones….” 

The reference to Jesus as a “disallowed of men” stone links to Psalm 118:22. Peter refers to this verse again in Verse 7. 

Jesus taught much of His message in symbols, but symbols that were simple and easy to understand, not mystical symbols that involved highly technical or complicated knowledge to be understood. Much of the population in Galilee, as well as Judah, were either fishermen or farmers. When Jesus taught them, He used symbols from their trade, things that they observed every day. We do His teaching and our own faith a grievous disservice to complicate and mystify those symbols in our teaching. For example, I’ve heard multiple ideas regarding Jesus’ parable of the sower and the seed that ignored the basic premise of a farmer sowing and tending his field. The whole lesson unfolds in one field, not four different fields. Jesus’ conclusion addresses varying degrees of fruit that relates to the varying conditions of the soil in which the seeds grew within that one field. We best learn Jesus’ and Scripture’s intended lessons by looking at the culture in which the lesson was taught to find the simplest and most obvious cultural meaning that His first hearers would have understood. How would a brainy theologian interpret the parable of the sower and the seed? And how would a first century farmer interpret it? That should refine and enrich our study. Go with the farmer or the fisherman, not with the theologian. 

Instead of mystifying Peter’s “living stone,” think of our common use of similar symbolism. “He is my rock.” Are you referring to an inanimate stone or a person whose steadfast character you rely on and can trust in “Thick or thin”? Try studying Peter’s lesson with that simple thought. 

Jesus used “Rock” in Matthew 16:18, “…upon this rock I will build my church….” I’ve heard good lessons that interpreted this “Rock” as Jesus Himself, true and richly instructive. I’ve also heard equally good instructive lessons that depicted this “Rock” as Peter’s confession of Jesus as “…the Christ, the Son of the living God” in the prior verse. Jesus’ use of “this” nudges me toward the second of these interpretations. The existence and survival of the Lord’s church through ages, cultures, and almost constant opposition was possible only to the extent that the people in those churches held to this bedrock truth of Jesus as “My Rock” of faith for both the individual people in those churches and for those church bodies. “Christ” is a reference to the Old Testament prophecies of God coming in human flesh. It identifies a title or office that Jesus filled. For example, the child born in Isaiah 9:6-7, among other titles is to be called “The mighty God” and “The everlasting Father.” Any view of Jesus as anything less than God condescended to come in human flesh fails the essential Biblical prophetic description of Jesus. Further, repeatedly in John’s gospel, Jesus referred to Himself as “I AM,” a clear reference to Moses’ first conversation with God in Exodus 3 in which God told Moses to tell the people “I AM sent me” to deliver them. 

As with so many passages that believers with preconceptions of salvation by some form of human effort misconstrue to teach salvation, this lesson does not teach us about our salvation, but about our life of faith as already saved people. Peter did not write “To whom you came,” as a past event. He wrote “To whom coming,” “coming” is a present tense verb. It described a present and ongoing state or habit in Peter’s readers. 

What does it mean to our lifestyle to live ever and only “coming” to Jesus, our “Rock”? We strive daily, not just on Sunday, to grow—to act and think—closer, ever closer to Him and His teaching and conduct. The believer who is too satisfied with the way he lives has likely ceased to grow stronger and closer to Jesus. A stagnant faith is a fruitless faith. 

…as unto a living stone…﻿﻿chosen of God, and ﻿precious. We do not live our lives looking for a literal rock or growing closer to such a rock. Our “Rock” is Jesus, the living Jesus. As then so now, the cultural norms of the day either ignored or despised this living Rock. Does it matter that our “Rock” is “disallowed” by them? That this world’s philosophy regards Jesus as not genuine or worthy? When I study the gospels and read the evil character of Jesus’ accusers, and then I read the details of His life, I long to be more and more like Him, and to live as differently from them as possible. He is—He was and shall ever be—God’s chosen One. He is precious, both to God and to me. 
A pastor friend was approached by a well-meaning man who, like so many professing Christians in our day, presumed he was lost and needed the man’s help to be saved, “Sir, are you a Christian?” My friend thought briefly and gave this answer, “The more I read my Bible and learn about Jesus and His life the more I must confess that I’m not nearly the Christian I want to be, and the more I long to be a true Christian.” Ah, that should be our daily confession. Not yet, but I’m working on it, and I won’t stop working to be a better Christian till I check out of this world and see Him in glory. 
Ye also, as lively stones, ﻿﻿are built up ﻿a spiritual house, ﻿an holy priesthood, ﻿to offer up spiritual sacrifices, ﻿acceptable to God ﻿by Jesus Christ. It seems that the present and constant “coming” to Jesus describes a mental state of mind, not at all unlike my friend’s response. But that mental and spiritual state of mind has its way of working its way into our conduct. Instead of being an impulsive, ever looking for something new and  entertaining, we see stability and reliability in the Jesus-way, and we grow both the habit and the reputation of being a “Rock” in our faith, not a restless drifter. 
Peter’s “lively stones” symbol reminds us that we face two opposite extremes that are liable to draw us away from that faithful posture. On one side, we can become a near lifeless rock. Yes, we are always the same, but the same what? Stubborn and unbending in our opinions and responses to others? “My answer is no. Now what is your question?” This mindset often grows out of a loyalty to ideas, even good sound ideas, but ideas that we substitute for Jesus. We worship our ideas, our doctrines, our beliefs, even our faith, but we fail to worship Jesus. On the other extreme we become a drifting shifting pebble in the rapid water streams of popular opinion. The flow of the current of a sinful world pushes and rolls us along its way, ever rubbing off our faith and the Jesus image we should maintain. 
Peter’s, the Holy Spirit’s choice of “spiritual house…holy priesthood” richly shows the way. A house of worship exists to accommodate the gathering and worship of others. The house doesn’t exist for itself. A priest in any culture, but especially in the model of the Levitical priesthood that Peter observed prior to his following Jesus, exists to aid others in their service to God. A priest doesn’t exist and work exclusively for himself and for his personal advancement toward God. 
What a powerful thought! We live in a pseudo-Christian culture in which the primary goal is for each person to gain personal satisfaction and gain. To live for the benefit and spiritual advancement of others is a rare commodity indeed. But that rare gem is precisely what Peter teaches us to be—to live. 
Collectively as a local church or personally as individual believers in that church, our Biblical task as believers in Jesus is to offer our lives wholly to Him. And we must not overlook. Anything we offer to God that is acceptable to Him is—must be—a “Sacrifice” for us. When Jesus taught the essential lifestyle of following Him, the first thing He required is “deny himself.” Self-denial, not self-indulgence, is the building block for every truly, Biblical Christian pursuit or habit. 
Pastors, deacons, or other influential members often complain against each other or strive to gain the upper hand against each other. Whenever this happens, the church suffers. The Biblical model for both offices requires that men in both offices in a church communicate and work together for the benefit of the church and for the worship of the church to be united and healthy. Once I was meeting with our church’s two deacons to discuss something that we needed to discuss so that we could make a united and sound recommendation to the church. Before we started our discussion, one of these godly men said, “Joe, is there anything that we can do to help you in your care of the church?” Yes! Men in leadership in a church should be preeminently concerned that they always present a united mind to the church, and that they always work to help each other in their individual responsibilities to the Lord and to the church they serve. 
In the model of our study lesson, the symbols of “spiritual house” and “holy priesthood,” require that the leaders in a church, along with every member, work in harmony for healthy, sacrificial service and for the worship of God in that body. A church in which the leaders ignore or contradict each other and strive for supremacy over each other is a church in which the members will quickly learn those self-serving bad habits and strive against each other instead of with and for each other. 
…acceptable to God ﻿by Jesus Christ. The goal of a healthy church, including pastors, deacons, and every member, is to be a “Church lifestyle” or culture whose objective is to do things, sacrificial things, that are acceptable to God, not things that an individual, any individual, wants and works to coerce or manipulate others into accepting. The right objective is for the church and individual members to work together in harmony to offer service to the Lord that He accepts. What pleases the Lord is the healthy objective, not what is pleasing to one or more individuals in the church regardless their position. Paul affirms this spiritual culture. 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. (Romans 12:1 KJV)

What is our priestly offering to the Lord? Not a clean animal. But self. Our own bodies must become our chief “living sacrifice” to the Lord. Whether the symbol of Scripture is “living sacrifice” or “living stone,” our divine charge is to offer—indeed to be—these acceptable sacrifices to the Lord. Lord, please let my life be a godly and acceptable sacrifice to You and to Your glory. 
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