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A Lively Hope
 Blessed be ﻿the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ﻿according to his ﻿abundant mercy ﻿hath begotten us again unto ﻿a lively hope ﻿by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To ﻿an inheritance ﻿incorruptible, and undefiled, and ﻿that fadeth not away, ﻿reserved ﻿in heaven ﻿for you, Who are ﻿kept by the power of God ﻿through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (1 Peter 1:3-5 KJV 1900)

Whenever we contemplate God’s rich blessings in our lives, we should pause to “Bless” Him. Our blessing Him adds nothing to Him. He is “Blessed” by virtue of His character. We put ourselves in harmony with Him when we acknowledge Him and His blessings. In that way, we “Bless” Him. 

“…which ﻿according to his ﻿abundant mercy.” The blessings of faithful living do not rely on our earning them. Yes, they flow to those who believe the gospel and live by it, but, even so, we do not do enough ever to earn His blessings. The idea of working to gain salvation or blessings falls short of the Biblical model. It reminds us regularly that we are children in the family of God. God blesses us as His children because of His love and mercy for His beloved children. Our conduct brings either His gracious approval and blessings far beyond the value of what we do, or we bring His chastening. 

Folks who hold to salvation by works or by a hybrid blend of works and grace, believe in salvation by their merit to the extent they believe whatever they do contributes to their salvation. That is not mercy. Peter didn’t write that blessings rely on God’s abundant mercy by 99% and by our works 1%. Mixing mercy and works is as illogical—and impossible—as mixing grace and works. The good things that are ours in this context rely on the Lord’s abundant mercy. 

“…hath begotten us again unto ﻿a lively hope ﻿by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” I have enjoyed numerous discussions around this verse. Was Peter teaching us about our new birth experience? Or was he reminding us of our living faith—and hope—in (And because of) the resurrected and victorious Jesus? My honest, thought somewhat tongue-in-cheek response is, “Yes.” 

Because of what Jesus did for us, we have a living hope now, and we also have all the eternal blessings Peter named in this context, and all these blessings are ours because of His resurrection for us. Rather than focus on one particular blessing—or related doctrine—it seems that Peter intended to give his first readers—and us—a broad “Big picture” perspective of all the blessings we have in Jesus, not unlike Paul’s introduction to the Ephesian letter. In that letter’s opening, Paul reminded the Ephesians of “all spiritual blessings.” Following this summary statement, Paul emphasized our eternal blessings in Jesus, beginning “…before the foundation of the world,” and continuing to that glorious day to come, “world without end.” He also integrated into his Ephesian letter clear and specific instructions for our present life and related blessings. 

As Paul in Ephesians, so Peter in this letter weaves our obligations to the walk of faith and related blessings into the fabric of our eternal security in Jesus. We rob ourselves of rich blessings by compartmentalizing the Lord’s blessings. Our eternal blessings are all secured and waiting for us in Jesus. Meanwhile, we live with the earnest of that inheritance to come by which we discover the life of joy and blessings, all in Jesus and the walk of faith in Him. “Earnest” (Ephesians 1:14 KJV), first century and today, refers to a deposit or first payment of money that guarantees subsequent payment in full. Blessed thought, the earnest payment is part of the whole. The blessings we experience now are merely the Lord’s “Earnest,” His first payment of the sum total of our redemption. The inheritance shall not be complete till all the chosen vessels of divine mercy are raised, just as literally as Jesus was raised, and are united with Him in glory for eternity. We should never diminish or belittle this glorious truth of our blessings in the here and now. 

We need this integrated perspective to strengthen our faith against the trials we shall face within and without. Either the eternal or the temporal blessings alone do not give us the full measure of assurance and grace sufficient to endure the present trials. We need that blessed “Lively hope” now, but it would be an empty illusion if we do not also have its fulfillment in our eternal blessings yet to come. 


To ﻿an inheritance ﻿incorruptible, and undefiled, and ﻿that fadeth not away, ﻿reserved ﻿in heaven ﻿for you.  Peter is as comprehensive and as emphatic as Paul in Ephesians 1. Everything necessary, God’s “Necessary,” to ensure the final and eternal salvation of all the chosen vessels of mercy are secure—and secured—by the resurrection of Jesus. In the broken world in which we live, when a parent dies, the children often quibble, and sometimes even take each other to court over the distribution of their parents’ estate. Not so with this inheritance. Study Paul’s teaching in Hebrews 9:15-17. Not only did Jesus, God Himself in the Person of the Word, (John 1:14 KJV) come into this world as a man, pay the necessary price for the sins of all the elect (A key word that Peter uses in our study passage to identify the people who have this inheritance), died a cruel death, rose from the dead, and returned to His former glory with the Father (John 17:5 KJV). But, according to Hebrews 9:15-17, He now administers the inheritance He secured on behalf of His chosen family. Not only did He activate the “Will” of God by His death, but He now lives and personally administers His “Estate” according to the divine intent of that will. No one can contest His will. None may litigate His will successfully. If broken man claims His will is something different from Scripture’s description of its provisions, He personally stands to affirm the correct provisions of that will. And do not forget. All these eternal blessings are “…reserved in heaven for you” because of His resurrection, “by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
“Who are ﻿kept by the power of God ﻿through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” Keep in mind; Peter wrote to suffering, persecuted Christians. We cannot imagine the cruelty to which those early Christians were subjected. Try to go there as much as you can. Ponder the unrelenting, never-ending torture, verbal, physical, every possible cruelty those persecutors could heap upon those dear people whose only “Crime” was their love and devotion to Jesus. How would you react? 
Now reread the passage and contemplate each blessing named. Profound persecution was met with this profound reminder of the blessings we have in Jesus, because of and by His resurrection. No persecutor can rob you of it. No despiser can take it from you. By His death and resurrection, Jesus secured all those eternal blessings—and your present “Lively hope.” But then Peter took yet another step in his comfort of his first readers. Not only has the Lord secured your eternal blessings and your present hope, but He keeps you securely by His power “…ready to be revealed in the last time.” 
“Kept” was translated from a military word which refers to a military guard. But in this case, the One who guards your soul securely for “That day” is God Himself! 
“…through faith.” Because of all the blessings, temporal and eternal, which Peter names, and associates exclusively with the resurrection of Jesus, it is inconsistent and illogical to reverse all that Peter wrote and make “through faith” refer to the believer’s faith. Persecutors can’t take away your blessings. Jesus secured them by His death and resurrection, but you can destroy them all by your failure of faith? This idea contradicts Peter’s stated basis for all those blessings, God’s mercy and the resurrection of Jesus, and makes the believer the sole arbiter of salvation. If this idea is what Peter—what the Holy Spirit—intended, why go to such length to affirm the absolute security of our spiritual inheritance by Jesus’ resurrection, when the believer’s faith failure can take it all away in a moment? The idea effectively makes the believer God and subjects God—and all that Jesus did, even His resurrection—to the uncertain whim of the believer. Scripture never contradicts itself. Neither does it present God and His work in such contradictory terms. 
Given the focus of this whole lesson on God’s eternal purpose and Jesus’ successful work, culminating with His resurrection, all for the eternal security of His chosen people, context does not support this abrupt switch to the believer, imposing eternal insecurity on everything Jesus did for us. 

Given that the dominant actor in this context is God and Jesus, God Incarnate, contextual harmony urges that we regard “through faith” as some way part and parcel of God and His work for us. I suggest that “faith” in this setting more logically and consistently reminds us of God’s “Faithfulness” in His work and its ultimate outcome. This is not at all inconsistent with Scripture. 
For ﻿what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make ﻿the faith of God without effect? (Romans 3:3 KJV 1900)

My Alan KJV contains a center column footnote which offers the translators’ alternate for “faith” in this verse as “faithfulness.” This is wholly consistent with Paul’s point. Shall man’s “Unfaithfulness” negate God’s “Faithfulness”? The Alan edition of the KJV originated with Oxford. When Oxford ceased publishing KJV Bibles, they sold their print media and printing rights to Alan, so this footnote is a part of the Oxford KJV tradition. Why would the translators use “faith” instead of faithfulness? It is common in formal legal documents to refer to actions or promises given as made “In good faith.” This means that the person acting or agreeing does what he does with every intention of living up to the word he gave. If we follow the God-focused context of our study passage which beginning to end emphasizes all that God has done, is doing, and shall do to ensure the eternal salvation of His chosen people, it is wholly appropriate that Peter add yet one more emphasis point. All that God does for His people, all that He shall do—and has promised to do—He does In “Good faith.” He intends to fulfill every detail of His promised work on our behalf. 

If we think of “through faith” as the believer’s faith, we impose a contradiction onto the most basic Biblical teaching of our eternal salvation by grace alone through Jesus alone. The pleading father in Mark 9:24 confessed to both belief and unbelief. What was his true spiritual condition, saved or unsaved? What would have been the eternal state of Thomas had he died before seeing the resurrected Jesus? Consider this passage.
If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. (2 Timothy 2:13 KJV)

This idea of the believer’s faith securing our eternal blessings contradicts the verse by saying, if we believe not, He will not be faithful to His saving, keeping purpose. Further, in 2 Timothy 2:17-18, same context, Paul references two false teachers who overthrew the faith of some by their false teaching. If we follow the simple language of the lesson, those whose faith was overthrown had faith, truly had it, but it was overthrown. So, according to this man-centric belief, were they saved or not saved? In the next verse, Paul affirms in fact what he wrote in 2 Timothy 2:13. God’s saving purpose and foundation remain sure. Despite false teachers and overthrown faith, He knows His own and keeps them from final and eternal ruin. 

For all these reasons—and more—it is my belief that “through faith” in our study lesson refers to the faithfulness of Jesus, not the believer’s faith. His faithfulness is the foundation for the eternal security of His saving purpose for all His chosen children. 
 
And for that reason, every chosen child of grace and mercy lives their lives with the glorious reality which Peter affirms. We are “…ready to be revealed in the last time.” We learn this truth in Scripture and in the gospel. This security, beginning to end, relies on the eternal purpose and faithfulness of our God. It was sufficient to encourage Peter’s first readers in the heat of their persecution. It is no less sufficient for your needs today. Keep your heart and your faith’s focus on Jesus, who conveys God’s mercy to you by His own resurrection for you. And He no less keeps you in His love till that “…ready to be revealed” day. Come quickly, Lord Jesus!
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